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March 29, 1962

Deay Mary Low f oy T/Er
— B e SR
The President has asked me te soply to your istter acking
why the United States expends so mush time and energy in explor-
ing space, and suggesting that God would have provided man with
the necessary space implemente had he wanted man to explore spacs,

A sigoificant {eature of our sociasty {s the right of each in«
dividual to detsrmning the natore of God's intent in accordance with
bis own conscience. I would noi, therefore, presume to suggest
how you should ressive the issue you poss in your letier. Yet it
would appear that among the most common characteristics of man
is a desire to impose change oo vature in order to mollify the hard«
ships of life. This, combined with an endowsd natural intelligence
and curiosity, has allowed man to progress through increased hnow-
ledge from the most primitive past whes the oaly tools utilized were
those rocks and sticke found lying on the ground, te ths pressnt day,
when disease-controlling drugs, sfficient {ood production, and lahor
saving machinery have combined to permit man, if he wishes, to
pursue 2 far richsr and mors humane life,

It is bmpoesible to determine in sdvance, morsovey, those
benefite which will sventually result ixoin & glven advance in human
kuowledge, History is replete with exsrapies of man pursuing
knowledge with no expectation of any praciical use, which later sevrve
as the basis for developments making vignificant contributions o man-
kind. Janseen's work on lensss, without his realizing i, provided
the breakthrough required to understand and control diseass~causing
microbes; alss, Hortx predicted that his academic experimentstion
with slectromagnetic waves would bave no practical or useful result,
but he had in fact belpad to lay the groundwork for the modsvn electronic
industry.

Astronaut John H, Glenn briefly summed this up recently when
he explained his views on the importasce of space research before a
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joint session of Congress. He in part said, "Bus sxploration and

the pursuit of knowiledge have always paid dividends in the loup run s=
ugually far greater thag anything expected at the outzet . . , Any
major effort such ag this results in research by so wany diffarent
spaciaities that it i hard to even envisien the benefits that will
acerue in many f{elds, Knowiedge begets knowledga, The mote I
s8¢, the move impressed § am «- not with how much we know ««

bug with how tremoendous the arveas are that are as yei unsxploysd,

Thank you very much for advising the Prestdent of your
viaws on this important matter. It is encouraging to find somueans
of your age showing such interest and concern in public affairs.

Sincevely,

Myer Feldman
Deputy Speciail Counsel
to the President

Miss Mary Lou Reitley
R.F,.D. #1
Delton, Michigan




HOMEWORK:
MARY LOU Letter to Kennedy

Instructions: Read the letter sent to JFK by 11 year old criticizing the amount of
money invested in the space program. After reading, suppose you were president
and write a 2-paragraph letter back to Mary in response to her concerns. Be sure to
take into consideration the Russian space flight and the letter from Mary.

Dear Mary Lou,

Sincerely,
John F. Kennedy

How is your response similar/different the JFK’s real response?



