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Name Date Class 

Renaissance and Reformation, 1350–1600
DIRECTIONS: Fill in the term for each definition listed below, writing one letter in each
square. Then use the letters in the shaded squares to answer the question that follows.

Content Vocabulary Activity 12f

1. money brought by a bride to her 
husband at marriage

2. worldly rather than spiritual

3. having the characteristics of the city or
city life (two words)

4. acceptance into Heaven

5. doctrine that held that a person can be
deemed good because of faith alone
(three words)

6. doctrine that held that God determines
everything that happens in the past,
present, and future

7. interest in and study of classical 
writing, art, and society

8. movement that resulted in the creation
of Protestant churches

9. soldier serving for pay

10. certificates issued by the Catholic
Church that could reduce or even elimi-
nate someone’s punishment for sins

11. painting on fresh, moist plaster with
pigments dissolved in water
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12. What was the period of the awakening of learning and great change?
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Time Line Activity 12

Renaissance and Reformation
DIRECTIONS: The years A.D. 1350–1600 were a time of development and diffusion of cultural
and political activity and a time of dissension and reform within religious institutions. New
styles of art, learning, and commerce helped to generate important criticisms of the Catholic
Church and, ultimately, the formation of Protestant religions. Read the time line below. Then
answer the questions that follow.

1545 Council of Trent begins.

1400 1450 1500 1550 1600

C. 1390 Chaucer writes
The Canterbury Tales.

1455 Gutenberg Bible
is printed.

1434 Cosimo dé Medici
begins rule of Florence.

1. Which event on the time line was most important for spreading the ideas of the Renais-
sance and Reformation?

2. What was the earliest critique of the practices of the Catholic Church?

3. Which critique of the practices of the Catholic Church led to the establishment of the first
main Protestant religion?

4. What happened in 1533 that led to the Church of England’s separating from Rome?

5. Which events on the time line helped curtail the spread of Protestantism?

6. Which book was written before Gutenberg’s movable type was developed for printing?

7. Who wrote a book in 1536 that influenced religious reformers for years to come?

1508 Michelangelo paints
Sistine Chapel.

1509 Desiderius Erasmus
writes The Praise of Folly.

1533 Henry VIII of England
annuls his marriage.

1540 Jesuits formed.

1537 Pope appoints
Reform Commission.

1534 Church of England
separates from Rome.

1536 John Calvin publishes The
Institutes of the Christian Religion.

1564 William
Shakespeare born.

1517 Martin Luther nails theses
to door of Wittenberg church.

1513 Niccolò Machiavelli
writes The Prince.
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